Lesson Plan: Basic Concept Mapping
	Activity Description
	Resources
	Time

	Summary: 
The concept mapping activity allows students to refine their research topics. They start by brainstorming as many possible subtopics and research paths as they can think of. Then they explore connections between their ideas and formulate specific research questions.

Learning Outcomes: 
· Students will identify the main idea and subtopics of their research topic.
· Students will brainstorm questions related to their research topics and subtopics.
· Students may refine and change their research topic as they complete the concept map.

ACRL Framework for Information Literacy:
This activity connects with the frame “Research as Inquiry.” 

Instructions: 
1. Show students an example concept map. An example map about dolphin communication is included in slide two, but you can also create your own example map with a topic related to the students’ assignment. 
2. Model a concept map using a sample topic with the whole class before asking students create one of their own. Again, a sample topic (therapy pets on college campuses) is included in slide three, but you can update the slide with a topic related to the students’ assignment. 
3. In the middle of the whiteboard or Bubbl.us, write down a word or short phrase to describe your research topic.
4. Around that center topic, write as many subtopics as you can think of. You can draw or organize this in whatever way makes sense to you.
5. Now, draw lines between any of these sub-topics that connect to each other in any way. For example, if your main topic is Recycling on college campuses, and two of your subtopics are plastics and dining halls, you’d connect them because dining halls can generate a lot of plastic waste.
6. Look at these connecting lines and think of at least two questions you can ask about these connections. For the recycling example, you could ask: What things have college dining halls tried to cut down on plastic waste? or What ways have college campuses tried to encourage recycling in the dining hall? 
7. Do you already know the answers to your questions? Is there one question that stands out that you really want to investigate?

Extension Activity (if time permits):
8. The topics and subtopics on the concept maps are ideal for using as keywords when students begin searching for their sources.
	Required Materials:
· Individual whiteboards in Rm 124 classroom
· Whiteboard markers
· Alternatively, students can create an online concept map using brainstorming site Bubbl.us

Prep:
· Come up with a sample topic to model concept mapping. The activity works best if you choose a sample topic related to the students’ assignment.

Assessment:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Measure the activity's effectiveness by observing how many students have completed the map and generated research questions. You can take photos of the whiteboards once students are done concept-mapping for evidence. (But ask students for permission first!)

	10 minutes




